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Soon be Summer!



Upper Wansbeck  
Parishes of St Andrew’s Bolam,   St Giles Netherwitton, 

 St Andrew’s Hartburn  
St John’s Meldon,    St Mary Magdalene Whalton 

Our ministry team: 
Priest in charge 

Currently  vacant.  

Our PCC officers (CW = 
Churchwarden, T = Treasurer, Sec = 
Secretary)

BOLAM: 


CW	 Bobbi Goldwater   bobbisglass@sky.com    
01661 881908	 


T   Simon Roberson 	 simon.roberson@btinternet.com 	01670 772331	 	 


Sec 	 Roisel Thompson	  roisel@btinternet.com


HARTBURN & MELDON:


CW, T, Sec	 David Moon 		 david.moon@msd.com 	 	 01670 772636           	 


NETHERWITTON: 


CW	 	 Val Windle 	 	 valeriestanton@btinternet.com 	 01670 772352	 	
CW	 	 Val Vaughan 		 valerie.vaughan@correslaw.co.uk 01670 772686 	                
T	 	 Michael Windle  	 windlestanton@btinternet.com


WHALTON: 


CW	 	 Marlene Young 	 marleneyoung1@hotmail.com 	 01670 775403	 	      
T	  	 James Rainbow	 james.rainbow@brewin.co.uk 	 	 	 	 	
Sec	 	 Wendy Sheldon	 gsheldon@waitrose.com 


*Pastoral Care: contact Revd Fiona Sample for someone in need.

 

      

             Associate Priest

            Revd Fiona Sample*

            South Middleton, Morpeth, NE61 4EB

 	   01670 774245	 	                                        
	 f.sample@btinternet.com


Associate Lay Minister 

Mrs Pam Walker MBE

The Tower House, Hartburn, NE61 4JB

01670 772301

pam.hartburn@gmail.com



The Jesus app 

Bible readings: St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians, Chapter 1, 
verses 15-20. 

Sometimes people say to me, "It must be nice for you to believe 
there's a spiritual side to life." If I'm feeling tired and just can't face 
another interrogation I capitulate and reply, "Yes I suppose it is." If 
I'm feeling a bit more chipper and on form, I say what I really think: 
that there is no "spiritual side" to life. Faith is not an add-on, it is not 
a sort of "app" to the smart-phone of life, it is not an accessory or 
appendix to normal existence, not something you "plug in", enabling 
you to do extra things. Sadly, the way the modern church 
sometimes promotes our faith doesn't help by presenting it on the 
basis of what it can add to your life. Some years ago around Easter 
I remember a billboard poster advertising a Christian course for 
enquirers showing a giant jigsaw with one piece missing and the 
caption above it: MISSING PEACE? Thus Jesus becomes just 
another thing we haven't got, but must get, so that he can add, 
"peace" or, "forgiveness" or, a "spiritual dimension" to our lives.  

This is misleading for those who don't come to church and energy 
sapping for those who do because faith can then become about 
striving for "more than" the life we've been given. Many are thus 
made to feel they must only have the basic hand-set and really 
ought to up-grade. St. Paul's letter to the church at Colossae was 
written to Christians under precisely this kind of pressure. A false 
teaching known as "Gnosticism" was becoming fashionable (for 
those who could understand it) because it offered a "higher level" of 
religious experience than most entry-level Christians were able to 
achieve and so divided the church into spiritual "haves" and "have-
nots". For so-called Gnostics the visible was always inferior to the 
invisible, the mundane always inferior to the spiritual. They put it 
about that human beings were actually trapped in the material 
world: an unfortunate predicament that could only be escaped by 
gaining access to better spiritual insights and experiences. Without 
this "higher knowledge" you were one of the also-rans.  



St. Paul had no time for such spiritual elitism and therefore in his 
letter portrays Jesus not as a facilitator of our escape from the world 
but as the one who makes sense of it: Jesus holds all things 
together, both the visible and the invisible as he holds heaven tight 
in one hand and the world tight in the other and will not let go of 
either. Thus, for a Christian, there is no "spiritual side" to life. Like a 
window or a lens, our faith is not something you look at so much as 
look through to view, interpret and understand the world which God 
has made and loves. Therefore we also should not be too eager to 
make the divide between sacred and secular. This was famously 
expressed by the poet and hymn writer George Herbert in his well 
known hymn: "Teach me my God and king in all things thee to see 
and what I do in anything to do it as for thee ... A servant with this 
clause makes drudgery divine, who sweeps a room as for thy laws 
makes that and the action fine." 

John Park     By kind permission. 

The family service in February featured the Calling of Peter at the 
lakeside. There was some brilliant colouring  in of the scene!



Editor 

Now that the revitalized Bolam website is up and running-  
www.bolamchurch.com- we would welcome any photos of past events to 
add to the  who we are, what we do  page.  Please send to Jim Grant by 
email on storiesfromjim@gmail.com      Events and photos from the wider 

community are of course 
recorded ( if you send the 
information in!) and kept in the 
previous Upper Wansbeck 
magazines, on the Bolam 
website, at the bottom of the 
Welcome page, from where you 
can access the previous 
magazines to download or read.

Nothing to pass on to the readers 
this month about the future, or 
indeed the present, from the 
Ministry team or anyone else who 
might know anything!


NEW: COVID BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT

In response to unprecedented levels of grief amidst social isolation, 
Marie Curie has developed a community Bereavement Support 
Service in response to the pandemic. With the help of trained 
Bereavement Volunteers, COVID Bereavement Support is now 
available to people throughout the North East who are struggling 
with their feelings of loss. COVID need not have been the cause of 
death, as Marie Curie recognise that everyone who has been 
bereaved at this time will have been affected by the current 
situation. There need not have been any prior contact with the 
hospice, the service is free and all support is currently delivered via 
telephone or Teams online, with a return to meeting in person as 
soon as this option is again possible. If you would like to find out 
more about the service, Louise Bowen, COVID Bereavement 
Service Co-ordinator, would be glad to have a chat: call: 
07754747982 or email: louise.bowen@mariecurie.org.uk . 
Alternatively, a self-referral form available is here: https://
www.mariecurie.org.uk/help/support/bereavement/newcastle-self-
referral



SERVICES:  Fiona and Pam will be recording and posting  a Lenten 
reflection with prayers every Wednesday throughout Lent, on 
Facebook and YouTube  the theme of which will be Service to 
others and to God.  

 In these difficult times, it’s not easy to predict what services will be 
where or when, so get yourself onto the e mailing list sent out by 
Sadie Flanagan,   for  Upper Wansbeck Churches
 
 at    Email:     uwchurches@gmail.com
Website: www.upperwansbeckchurches.weebly.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/upperwansbeck 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHri3CtcxqJJ5KshSG8nv_w?
reload=9 

The online Service of Sunday’s Morning Prayer will be available to watch 
from 11am each Sunday on our Facebook Page and on our YouTube 
Channel. 

Sadie  sends out information every Saturday about the services the 
next day, and up to the next Sunday a week ahead.  

 

Zoom Services: 
Sunday 7 March 10am Family 
Service  
Sunday		21		March	9.30am	Mattins		
 Contact Simon Roberson for an 
invitation:     
simon.roberson@btinternet.com 

A scene from  Creation
 in one of our Family services.  

 Bolam website-  
www.bolamchurch.com  

  has information about our Church, past and present, and you can 
read back copies of the Monthly Magazine.




            
Whalton School News     

Spring Term 
February 2021 

Home Learning  

It has been a strange start to the year again! We all 
came back for the first day of school after 
Christmas and then as we entered Lockdown, we 
returned to Home Learning for most of the children. 
Whilst some children are still attending school, the 
rest are at home working in their Google Classroom. 
The teaching staff set tasks in Maths and English 
plus 2 topic lessons every day and we have been very pleased with the way the 
children have re-adapted to the remote learning routine. We now have online 
daily ‘live’ sessions for each class as well. Hopefully it will not be too long until 
we welcome all the children back to school. 

Big Garden Birdwatch          Class 1 have taken 
part in the Big Garden Birdwatch. They have set up a 
home- made feeding station and the quantity and 
variety of visiting birds has been amazing! There 
have been blue tits, great tits, long tailed tits, 
coal tits, robin, blackbirds, chaffinches, 
goldfinches, greenfinches ….we are wondering 

who might be visiting 
next?! 

Internet Safety Day Tuesday 
9th February 2021 

The theme this year was: ‘An internet we 
trust: exploring reliability in the online world’. The children completed a few 
activities exploring this theme including working out which statements about 
the staff and children were true, false or opinions. We learned to always check 
information we find online and we can do this by asking experts; our trusted 
adults and consulting more than 2 websites for confirmation. 



Children’s Mental Health Week 1st-7th February 2021 

We know how to keep our bodies healthy but do we know how to keep our brains 
healthy too? In this week, we explored the ways that we help our mental well-
being. We talked about getting enough sleep; being physically active; eating  a 
healthy diet; making other people feel good through complimenting them; being 
‘mindful’, concentrating on the moment, to mention but a few of the ideas.  

 

Snow 

          

What a picture postcard Whalton school field is 
in the snow but it is also the perfect playground! 
The children have made snow angels, forts, 
iceman, an igloo and erupting volcanoes!  

Our Church Family  

Pam and Reverend Fiona have been 
sending us regular Collective Worships, 
which have allowed us to think, laugh and 
pray together. We are very thankful for 
the messages of concern, love and support 
that have come from the Parish and 
church community.  



WINNERS

BOLAM 100 Club 

raising funds for the War Memorial 

Numbers drawn for weeks ending:


	 	 Jan 24     £5:  11   £2  9  13  21 	   £1: 15 23

  

 	 	 Jan 31      £5: 20    £2 4  12  18     £1    13 21  


	 	 Feb 7     £5:  14   £2 5  12  18         £1:    20 21

	 	 

	 	 Feb 14   £5  9    £2 11  12  13        £1     5 18 

	 	 

	 	 Feb 21   £5  5    £2  10 13 19           £1 2  4  

     

	 	   


	 	   



Win some money and help a good cause! 

We are running a lucky numbers “100 club” to raise 
money to pay for a new wheelchair friendly path up to 
and around the War Memorial at Bolam Church  Each 
week from the subscriptions raised  the winner gets a 
quarter and up to 5 others each get another quarter 
between them,  thus leaving half the money raised that 
week to pay for the path.


Subscribers  pay £1 each week for a numbered ticket in a weekly draw, and 
we hope eventually 100 tickets will be bought, but of course you can buy as 
many numbers (ie chances to win) as you want.

 

We suggest you pay £26 for 26 weeks for each number. 
When we reach 100 subscribers the prizes will be one of 
£25 a week and 5 more of £5!


At present (end of February) we have 26 subscribers, so 
every week the prizes are £5, 3 of £2 and 2 of £1.

The draw will be made under a licence from the County 
Council, and administered by Bolam Parochial Church 
Council.


Numbers may be bought by anyone , winners will be 
notified, and the Bolam newsletter will regularly list the 
lucky prize winners.

 When you pay, you will told which number you have been given.


If your number wins the top prize in any calendar month, it will only be 
eligible for the  lower prize for the next 3 weeks of that month, so more 
numbers have a chance at the top prize!    


Start now by sending your entry money- £26 for 26 weeks, £52 for a whole 
year, for each number to:


Bolam PCC War Memorial account
40-51-62
14450218

                  and send an email to Jim Grant     storiesfromjim@gmail.com  
with your name and the amount paid, and  we will give you the number.    
Thank you!





About Palm Oil

I

There's an ugly truth to the beauty products we slap on our 
faces and an unsavoury truth to the foods we eat: many are 
made with palm oil, which is responsible for the rapid 
deforestation of some of the world's most biodiverse forests, 
destroying the habitat of already endangered species like the 
orangutan, pygmy elephant and Sumatran rhino.
But now the biotech industry says it has come up with a solution - a 
synthetic alternative that doesn't involve burning down or clearing 
any rainforest. It says this could eventually replace natural palm oil 
in everything from shampoos, soaps, detergents and lipsticks, to 
food products like packaged bread, biscuits, margarine, ice cream 
and chocolate.
"Over the last 30 years, 50% of palm oil plantation growth has come 
at the hands of deforestation of tropical forest and peatland," says 
Shara Ticku, founder of C16 Biosciences, one of the biotech firms 
pioneering a synthetic alternative. "That is really the core of the 
problem we're trying to solve."



Research is still in a pre-commercial stage, but there's been high-
profile interest in its potential. Earlier this year, C16 Biosciences, a 
three-year-old start-up based in New York, received a $20m (£15m) 
investment from Breakthrough Energy Ventures, a fund backed by 
Bill Gates and the likes of Amazon's Jeff Bezos, Michael Bloomberg 
and Virgin's Richard Branson.
C16 Biosciences is not the only organisation looking to come up 
with a synthetic alternative. Researchers are working on something 
similar at the UK's University of Bath and at California-based start-
up Kiverdi.
"GM (genetic modification) engineering has opened up new 
advances," says Chris Chuck, professor of bioprocess engineering 
at Bath.
What these projects have in common is that they use a 
fermentation process, employing big vats in a procedure similar to 
brewing beer. At C16 Biosciences this involves using genetically-
engineered microbes to convert food waste and industrial by-
products into a product that is chemically very similar to natural 
palm oil.
"It's a yeast, we feed it sugars, then the yeast grows and they're 
able to produce large amounts of oil within their cells, and we have 
to squeeze out that oil or extract it," Ms Ticku says.
At the moment, the focus of C16 Biosciences is on creating a 
prototype, and getting feedback from companies that might choose 
to use it in their products. It has already had expressions of interest 
from Germany-based international food wholesalers, Metro Group.

"I think we can definitely imagine this (as a selling point) especially 
in non-food products, explaining to the customer that there is a 
synthetic palm oil used as an ingredient in, for example, 
dishwashing liquid and I think that customers will accept it," says 
Veronika Pountcheva, Metro's director of corporate responsibility.
But the challenges are substantial. To succeed commercially and at 
scale, a synthetic alternative must be capable of mimicking natural 
palm oil's versatility, making it a suitable replacement in everything 
from food to household products.



Letters Page 
The winner of the February 
competition was David Moon, who 
knew that this  was the 
WiFi extender station at the top of 
Meldon Park Hills.      Fame and 
Glory to him! 

 Well known writer of Nordic Noir crime fiction, Eva Brikke, has 
kindly sent this photo of a disused building she found while 
researching places for a murder in her next book. 
As usual, the prize of fame and glory goes to whoever is first to 
describe its location to the Editor!



Community News.

Kitty Anderson has received sad news about Francis Rodrigues Veglio who 
died on Saturday, just before his 88th birthday. He had been ill for some time. 
Many of you will remember him as the priest for Kirkharle, Kirkheaton, 
Kirkwhelpington and Cambo between 1991 and 1994.

The Peoples Kitchen
 A normal Christmas at The People’s Kitchen is the highlight of our year. In our premises, 
The Alison Centre in Gallowgate, we serve a sit- down, 3-course, freshly-cooked Christmas 
dinner with table service, presents and of course Santa. And there is the noise, laughter, 
friendliness, camaraderie, and politeness that is usual between our Friends and volunteers. 

Sadly not this year. Within 24 hours of the first lockdown being imposed, we were 
delivering food to those in need and keeping in touch with welfare calls to our Friends. 
When this was eased, we started takeaway hot meals every day from our premises and 
expanded the regular welfare calls and the provision of clothes and other essenKals. 

Our team of over 200 volunteers (we have no paid staff or state support) have risen 
magnificently to the challenges of Covid and have even ensured that The Kitchen delivered 
a full Christmas. We decorated the outside of the building and started on 1st December 
with a daily Advent Calendar giS, took orders for bespoke Christmas Hampers that were 
hand-delivered before Christmas Day and served a full, freshly cooked, takeaway turkey 
dinner on the  day itself. And each day over the break our takeaway service has been 
serving up to 150 hot meals a day. 

We could not do any of this without the support of individuals, schools, churches, 
companies, foundaKons and other donors who have conKnued - or even increased - their 
support for us in these hard Kmes, matching the increasing demand for our help. The 
contribuKon of food and money from people in this 
area has made a genuine difference to those in need 
and has lit up their Christmases. 

Our hearVelt thanks to you all. 
All best, Michael Spriggs 

VACANCY  for Assistant Editor, to manage the 
Community Advert pages-there isn’t one at 
present cos of COVID-  but when there is, you 
can help! Just email editorjim- I’d be delighted to 
hear from you!

Its good to see that even Lego houses 
nowadays have solar panels!!



Useful contacts:

Bolam Oil Group- join the regular bulk orders to gain a good discount!

bolamoilgroup@outlook.com   Used by many of our churches and 
parishioners.

Readers of this magazine may like to read The Chimes also, our sister publication 
which covers the area of Kirkwhelpington Kirkharle Kirkheaton Capheaton Great 
Bavington Cambo Scots Gap Rothley Harwood.        For a free email copy every two 
months, please apply to:      chimesmagazine@gmail.com 

The Beresford Arms - 
Whalton
  

Beer battered Fish   Scampi      
Battered sausage      Steak Pie
All served with chips and mushy 
peas   Available Fridays between 
5-8pm. 
To order send us a message or 
call 01670 775 273 by midday 
Friday.

 You can read or download the current and previous editions of 
Upper Wansbeck Magazine here by clicking on   2021 Magazines  

NOTICES 
The Church of England is here for you. Whatever situation you are in, we are 
here for you through our local presence and national resources. 

We know this is a difficult time for everyone. Why not pray this short prayer with 
thousands of others across the world? 

Gracious God, as we remember before you the thousands who have died, 
surround us and all who mourn with your strong compassion. Be gentle with 
us in our grief, protect us from despair, and give us grace to persevere and 
face the future with hope in Jesus Christ our risen Lord. Amen. 

More resources from the Church of England can be found on their website, or by 
clicking here. 



Upper Wansbeck Magazine 

Deadline for items for April 2021 edition is 6pm March 20th.   
Feedback   always very  welcome! 

Editor: Jim Grant     

News, articles, letters, photos etc please to: wansbeckchurch@gmail.com   
   
Distributor: Mrs S Stafford poohstafford@btinternet.com 

Thornton Moor Farm Hartburn, MORPETH NE61 4JG 01670 772313 

While Upper Wansbeck News is solely online, and print and 
postage costs are absent,   

you  can still support your local church by making a donation here   

 securely online     Thank you!

 
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/
57b23268-0de8-43cd-84f6-6dac9cf0094d


 and finally……. 


